Who Has the Financial Responsibility During Divorce?
The legal benchmark to determine who has financial responsibility during the divorce starts with the date of formal separation.  Before the date of separation, you and your spouse are still married and would be jointly responsible for debts incurred. When you separate, your financial reality enters into a gray area and you have no control over the actions of your soon-to-be ex. In the typical divorce, each side is responsible to pay for their own attorney and the costs associated with their lawsuit. There are circumstances where one side will pay for the legal expenses of the other side, but is not the norm. 
Consider the date of separation as the date from which the financial responsibility shifts from a joint responsibility to a sole responsibility. Avoid a huge shopping spree after the date of separation unless you are prepared to pay for it in its entirety. 

Most everyone who is contemplating filing for divorce is concerned with the cost of litigation. In order to assess the real costs of a family law case, please consider the following:

1. Interview more than one attorney before hiring. You need to make sure that you are comfortable with the price of the attorney and their basic approach. Make sure that the attorney or the staff is accessible to you. Divorce is a fragile time and you deserve to be given the proper attention. 

2. There are fees that are part of the litigation that are in addition to attorney fees. These costs can include mandatory filing fees, social study fees, DNA tests, private investigation, mediation costs, drug tests, psychological evaluations, counseling, and expert fees. You will pay for all of the testing and scrutiny that you want to impose on the other side. 

3. Know the opposing counsel. The cost of your case will be higher if there is a very litigious counsel representing the other side. If spouse’s attorney wants to depose everyone whom you have ever met, then you will pay for it. Unfortunately you can only control your side of the litigation. 

4. Define your litigation tolerance. In your initial interview, your goals of litigation should be discussed and defined. You need to determine which issues matter to you and which ones do not. Choose your battles well. 

5. Low retainer does not necessarily equal low cost. Just because a lawyer asks for a low retainer of $1500, the entire amount could be spent in the first billing cycle. Understand the hourly rate and how many hours will likely be spent on the case. 

6. Are you hiring a board certified attorney? The basic fact is that board certified attorneys cost more. Roughly an average of $150-$250 an hour more than non-board certified attorneys.  When you consider the lifetime of a case, this could amount to thousands of dollars more for the same result. 

7. Don’t sweat the small stuff. Consider the value of the items that you are fighting over verses the cost to litigate the matter. In other words, do not go to court over a $500 sofa. Let go of your emotional attachment to personal property. More than likely, you can find a replacement far cheaper than going to court. 

Just as it is important to avoid spending sprees during the divorce, it’s wise to keep your expenses down once the divorce has become final. You will need time to adjust to your new lifestyle and economic reality. When your divorce is over, it’s more crucial than ever to reassess where you are going financially. Rarely does anyone’s post-divorce lifestyle reflect what he or she thought it would look like before the divorce. 
